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One measure of my distractedness is that it wasn’t until today that I 
was even able to come up with the one identification that I knew I 
knew — or had known, anyway. The Kaffir Lime is Citrus hystrix , also 
known as the n ?apeda. M The Thai name, which sounds like "mahgud," is 
probably to be spelled "makrut." The Burmese name is said to be 
M shauk-nu M or "shauk-waing; w the Cambodian, "krauch soeuch; M and the 
Indonesian "jeruk purut” or M jeruk sambal." I draw this information 
from Alan Davidson. Seafood of South - East Asia (Singapore: Federal 
Publications, 1977;, p. 206. An excellent book, by the wav, with nice 
illustrations of the fish or other seafoods (some in color), illustrated 
discussions of the uncommon cooking ingredients, and then a tempting 
selection Of recipes. Note from Elling Eide, 12 June 1982. 
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The "Tien chieh mandarin** was purchased under that name about ten years 
ago in the nursery department of Grant’s here in Sarasota* That* the 
only time I ever saw it for sale, and so far as I know it 3 not really 
in the trade* I suspect, however, that the citrus experiment station 
at Lake Garfield, Florida — or perhaps the one at Riverside, California — 
might be able to help with the identification. The lost item I had 
hoped to find is a master list of citrus varieties — recorded, I think, 
by the folks at Riverside — on which, as I now recall I once saw a 
•rarietal name that was, at least, pretty close to "Tien chieh." I might 
caution you, however, that "Tien chieh" could be nothing more than an 
attempt to transcribe the Chinese for "sweet citrus," and as that, if it 
is that, it could have a rather wide and loose range of applications. 

The tree does, under our conditions at any rate, have some distinguishing 
characteristics that may eventually help you with the identification: 

1. The tree itself is remarkably small, rounded, and of a weeping habit — 

a bit reminiscent of the China mandarin (= Willowleaf, = Villow tanger- 
ine?, = Citrus deliciosa ?) , but the branches are more pendulous# 

2. Most distinguishing is its characteristic of bearing fruit in rather 
large clusters — tight clusters — and in this it resembles no other orange 
or mandarin that we grow. 3. It should perhaps be considered more an 
ornamental than anything else — the fruit is small and not very wonderful. 
In flavor it is not much better than the Cleopatra; in size and color 
and peel characteristics it is perhaps midway between the Cleopatra and 
the China mandarin. The fruit is by no means sour, but it is not s 

sweet as to bolster one’s confidence that "tien" does transcribe the 
Chinese for "sweet." Note from Elling Eide 2- 




For the ‘‘preserving orange,” your guess is probably better than mine. 
Someone who was out here once — probably the County Agent — thought it 
might be the same thing as the "Wilson shell," but I have never seen 
anything on the “Wilson shell," either, so that doesn’t get us anywhere 
Ail I can tell you is that, to the best of my recollection, my parents 
got their original bud wood from friends (or friends of friends) over 
in Arcadia. The variety may well have originated with those people, 
and the name "preserving orange," itself, either with them or with my 
parents. Note from Elling Eide, 12 June 1982. 
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